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Assembled contour gauge ready to use.

I needed a contour gauge a bit deeper than what is available (for a
reasonable price) at Home Depot, Walmart or Harbor Freight. Most have a
measuring depth of around 2". Soooo…I made exactly what I needed.

https://medium.com/@tom_59284?source=post_page-----46728080f057--------------------------------




Photos 1 and 2: The part required and the configuration of the strips used to hold the sticks.

Materials

A bunch of sticks.
(2) 1 inch to 1.5 inch x 1/4 inch strips. Whatever length you want the
gauge to be.
(2) Machine screws with nuts.
(2) Plastic tubing cut to width of sticks. These slip over the screws, but
are not needed for skewers or small sticks.





Photos 4 and 5: Just one potential use of the finished contour gauge in use.

You can use skewers, popsicle sticks, stirring sticks, tongue depressors, etc.
I found that tongue depressors are thinner than popsicle sticks, so decided
they would be best for my application. I use it mostly for woodturning, but
figured it would come in handy for copying other profiles.

Just cut your strips to length, drill holes for the screws, add the tubes and
screw together. Then you can stack your sticks in and adjust the tightness.
You want it loose enough that the sticks will move, but not so loose that they
fall out.



Photo 6: That wing saddle is going to fit absolutely perfectly.

Need to get the airfoil shape for a specific part of a wing? Not many other
ways to do it. The thinner the sticks, the smoother the contour. Really nice if
you need to get the shape of a rib for a built up plane when you donʼt want
to rip the wing apart or donʼt have the plans.
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All photos by the author. Read the next article in this issue, return to the
previous article or go to the table of contents.
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